


Mark Your CALENDARS FOR OUR 80TH BIRTHDAY
Bash!

The BMNECC, which began in 1930 as the Bulgaro-
Macedonian Beneficial Association (BMBA), will be 80 years
old in 2010, and we're planning the biggest celebration in our
history to mark the occasion. All kinds of events, includ-
ing a festive dinner party, will take place during the weekend
of April 17 and 18, 2010. Please check our website for the
latest information on activities and event locations. The
BMNECC is America’s national center for Bulgarian culture
and is the oldest Bulgarian organization in the U.S.

WAaNTED: OLD PHoTOS, DOCUMENTS, ARTIFACTS

The BMNECC is looking to augment its large collection
of old photographs, documents and artifacts in preparation
for our 80th anniversary celebration next April. We already
have a huge collec-
tion of memora-
bilia, but it would
be great to have
even more “lost
gems.” So, look
around your house,
and if you find a
photo, document
or artifact that
youd be willing to
donate to our per-
manent Museum
and Archive Collection, please contact us ASAP. If you don't
want to donate your original print image, we can borrow and
copy it, and return the original to you. The photographs in
our current collection are currently being preserved, digitized
and catalogued in an online database that will allow users
to access each photo’s information and print or download
images.

JEWELRY AND AccEissories - Just IN TIME For
CHrisTMAS!

Due to popular demand, the BMNECC will sponsor its
second Antique and Collectible Jewelry Sale. Stop by the
Center on Sunday, November 1, from noon to 5:00 pm to
purchase a wide variety of women and men’s jewelry from
private estates and collections. Items range from fine jewelry
and older retro styles to contemporary and costume pieces.
Accessories such as scarves, handbags and unique personal
items will also be available. The entrance fee for the event
is $5. Bulgarian soups, breads, desserts and beverages will be
available for purchase.

ANNUAL FaLL CONCERT SLATED FOR NOVEMBER 21
The BMNECC’s Otets Paissii Performing Ensemble will
stage its 13th annual Fall Concert at 7:00 pm on Saturday,
November 21, at the Carnegie Library of Homestead Music
Hall. This year’s show, Dancing Around Bulgaria, will be
directed by Joy Holden and will feature live musical perfor-

mances by the BMNECC’s Bizov folk band. This first-of-
a-kind “anthology” program will showcase music from all of
Bulgaria’s ethnographic regions, thanks to the creative leader-
ship of Choreographer and Dance Captain Bilyana Stoyanova
Stafura. The show will also feature the Children’s Dance
Group under the direction of Elsa Limbach. Following the
concert please join us at the Bulgarian Center at 9:00 pm for
our monthly Vecherinka dance party. For information on
prices, including discounts, phone 412-461-6188 or visit our
website - www.bmnecc.org. The Heinz Foundation’s Cultural
Small Arts Initiative supports this year’s concert.

Duquesne UniversiTy Honors NIck JORDANOFF
The faculty and staff of Duquesne University’s Mary
Pappert School of Music will honor our lifelong BMNECC

member Nick Jordanoff, who passed away in March, during

a special one-hour musical celebration on Saturday, October
3, at 7:00 pm. This Musical Tribute to Mr. Wonderful will
teature a number of Nick’s former music colleagues. You can
register by phoning Christopher Bromley at 412-396-6083,
email: bromleyc@dugq.edu. The cost is $75 for the concert and
reception, $50 of which goes to the Nicholas Jordanoft Jazz
Trumpet Scholarship Fund. Nick, an avid jazz fan, was post-
humously inducted into the Pittsburgh Jazz Society Hall of
Fame on September 13.

Markorrs SEarcH For RooTs iIN MacepoONIA
Brothers

Edward and

Nick (Tircho)

Markoft and

their cousin

Stephanie

Markoff (see

photo) spent

part of their

summer in

Macedonia

tracing the

roots of their

grandfa-

ther, Lambe Markoff - founder of the Bulgaro-Macedonian

Beneficial Association (BMBA) in 1930. The Markoffs trav-

eled to the village where their grandfather and great-grand-

father (Marko) were born - R’Zhanovo - in the Ohridsko

region of Macedonia. They visited the village during the

celebration of Sveti Nedela - patron saint of the 400-year-

old church where Lambe and his wife Nevena were married.

During the visit, Ed, Nick and Stephanie met villagers who

remembered their grandparents. They discovered that Lambe

and Nevena left the village in 1909 and traveled to Ellis

Island aboard the ship “Patricia.” The Markoff descendants

took many photos, gathered priceless memories, and returned

home with a deep appreciation of their grandfather - from his

humble, rural beginnings to his role as a leader in America’s

Bulgarian/Macedonian community.

MEeMBER ProOFILE

Walter . /<(% ar

Walter W. Kolar, Executive Director of the BMNECC,
is a man of many interests, talents, and passions. This lively
octogenarian is not only considered one of the world’s leading
experts in ethnomusicology and folk arts, he is also a skilled
and respected educator, author, musician, composer, adminis-
trator and goodwill ambassador who stays young at heart by
continually learning new skills and taking care of business day
by day.

As a young man growing up in and
around Ambridge, PA, Walt never dreamed
he'd end up visiting over 40 countries and
inspiring young and old alike to embrace
the musical customs of their ancestors. But
his destiny began early.

“It all started when I was six years
old,” he says. “My family was of Croatian
descent, and they encouraged me to play the
tambura, a stringed mandolin-type instru-
ment popular in the folk music of Croatia.

I played in a local children’s ensemble called
The Bright Stars, and from that point on,

I was immersed in ethnic music for the rest
of my life.”

As a 15-year-old prep school student
at Duquesne University, Walt was introduced to the school’s
newly formed Tamburitzans performing ensemble. The year
was 1937, and Walt would end up devoting 50 years of his
life to this internationally acclaimed music and dance troupe.

After a four-year stint in the U.S. Air Force as a deco-
rated Technical Sergeant, Walt completed his education at
Duquesne University, earning degrees in business education
and educational psychology and later becoming a tenured
associate professor. He became Managing Director of the
Tamburitzans in 1952. From that point on, he used his musi-
cal and management expertise to turn the Tammies into a
world-class performing ensemble, leading them on 11 world
tours, several of which were under the auspices of the U.S.
Department of State.

One of the highlights of Walt’s leadership of the
Tamburitzans was his creation and production of “An
American Mosaic,” a two-hour program of American folk
and modern music that the Zammies performed to rave
reviews during a six-week tour in the former U.S.S.R. in
1969.

“Those Americana shows in the former Soviet Union are
among my proudest accomplishments,” says Walt, “because it
was so rare during the Cold War years for an American group
to perform in Communist countries that were closed off from
American culture. I felt that we helped bridge a huge social
and cultural gap.”

In addition to these achievements, Walt also helped
tound the Pittsburgh International Folk Festival in 1956,

instituted and chaired Duquesne University’s Institute of Folk
Arts graduate program beginning in 1973, and founded the
Pittsburgh International Folk Theater in 1987, directing it for
12 years. In 1995, he helped transform the former Bulgaro-
Macedonian Beneficial Association (BMBA) into today’s
BMNECC, an active 501c3 organization focused on educa-
tion, cultural preservation, and community service.

Wialt has been the recipient of numerous international
honors and awards, including 7%e Kiril and Metodi Medal,
Bulgaria’s highest award for contributions in the field of arts

and culture, and The Henry Mancini Award
for achievement in the field of music by a
Pennsylvania musician. He has served on a
variety of boards and committees, directed
+ myriad musical programs and projects,
| written dozens of musical compositions,
and authored and/or edited 28 books on the
subject of ethnomusicology and folk arts.

In addition to these professional
endeavors, Walt enjoys a full and reward-
ing personal life. He was married to the
former Jennie Iva Peternac, with whom he
had a son, David René Kolar. His hobbies
are many - from building intricate jigsaw
puzzles to amassing impressive collections
of coins, stamps and playing cards. He loves
to organize photos and memorabilia, and
has long been the driving force behind the archiving of the
BMNECC’s museum collections. And - determined to keep
up with the latest technology - he has become a proficient
user of computers and digital equipment, with the goal of
making the BMNECC a modern, world-class organization

that serves future generations of folk culture enthusiasts.

New CaprtaL Campeaicn To Focus on Facivrty,
SeErvicE ExpANsIONS

The BMNECC will kick off a new $1.2 million capital
campaign in November, with a focus on further enhancing
our physical facility and services. One of our goals is to con-
tinue to modernize our lower-level museum area, an effort
that began this year with the installation of beautiful, custom-
made display cabinets and new lighting and safety systems.
We also hope to expand and remodel our Gift Shop, recon-
figure our administrative space, and add additional parking
spaces for visitors. Future plans include the possible creation
of a “Mehana” type of café, where visitors can enjoy Bulgarian
and Macedonian delicacies in a beautiful old-world setting
during our cultural and educational events.

Foop, aAND Fun ar BMNECC CurisTMAS PARTY

The annual Christmas party for all BMNECC members
is scheduled for Sunday, December 13, 2009, at the Center.
Doors open at 4:00 pm and dinner will be served at 5:00 pm.

As always, Santa will make a visit and distribute gifts to all
the children.



