


A Bulgarian/Macedonian Legacy
In preparation for the BMNECC’s 80th anniversary cel-

ebration in April 2010, we are preparing a comprehensive his-
tory of our organization that will be available in print form. 
BMNECC Executive Director Walter W. Kolar is the lead 
researcher and writer of the history. 

The history will begin with the immigration of Bulgarian 
and Macedonian people to this area in the 19th and 20th 
centuries. It will chronicle the formation, mission and 
activities of the Bulgaro-Macedonian Beneficial Association 
(BMBA) and its evolution into today’s very active, state-of-
the-art Bulgarian Macedonian National Educational and 
Cultural Center (BMNECC). 

Researching the BMBA’s earliest years proved to be a 
challenge, as most of the written records, such as meeting 
minutes, were written entirely in Bulgarian. We were lucky 
to have the services of two University of Pittsburgh interns 
who translated much of the material. Many thanks to Elena 
Filipova, a linguistics major, who worked with us in the fall of 
2009; and Ekaterina Rashkova, a political science PhD candi-
date, who helped us in 2008 and 2009.

The history could not have been written without 
the enormous input of BMNECC President Patricia 
Penka French. As one of the oldest living members of the 
BMNECC, Pat has a long and vivid memory of the people, 
events, successes and challenges that make for a very interest-
ing organizational history. We’re also lucky to have the con-
tributions of the Markoff family, particularly BMNECC Vice 
President Edward J. Markoff, grandson of BMBA founder 
Lambe Markoff.  Ed, who recently traveled to Macedonia to 
research his family’s roots, is very active in perpetuating the 
history of our organization and the Bulgarian-Macedonian 
people.

Performers Receive Standing Ovation

On November 21, the BMNECC’s Otets Paissii 
Performing Ensemble performed its annual fall concert - 
Dancing Around Bulgaria - and received a rousing standing 
ovation from an enthusiastic crowd. Managing director Joy 

Holden and dance director Bilyana Stoyanova Stafura led the 
company of 30 dancers. The Heinz Foundation’s Cultural 
Small Arts Initiative supported this concert.

Shopping Night Program Generates Funds
Thanks to everyone who 

shopped at the Ten Thousand 
Villages fair-trade, non-profit store 
in Squirrel Hill on December 2. 
The BMNECC received 15 per-
cent of all net sales made in the 
store during a two-hour period. 
The BMNECC is one of several 
dozen non-profit groups that take 
part in this Holiday Shopping 
Nights program. For the third 
year in a row, our shoppers gener-
ated the highest sales during the 
month-long program.

New BMNECC T-Shirts Available
We have a new selection of BMNECC t-shirts for sale. 

The striking black and white shirts feature designs of male 
and female dancers and are available for men and women in a 
variety of sizes. The shirts cost $15 each, or $25 for two. We 
will soon be offering BMNECC aprons and tote bags (per-
fect for transporting soup!). Items may be purchased at the 
Center during operating hours.

Become a Member!
Please remember to renew your BMNECC member-

ship or consider becoming a new member. Just fill out and 
return the enclosed application. A full membership includes: 
discounts on gift shop items, quarterly newsletters mailed to 
your home, discounts at all Vecherinkas and other BMNECC 
events, an opportunity to participate in the children’s or 
adults’ performing groups, and discounts on our facility rental.

Soup Sega! Featured in City Paper’s “Best of 
Pittsburgh” issue

The staff of Pittsburgh’s City Paper weekly has chosen our 
Soup Sega! kitchen as the Best Stand-in for an Old Country 
Grandma in its annual “Best of Pittsburgh” issue, published 
December 9. The review, which appeared in the Food and 
Drink section, included a nice summary of our soups and 
provided readers with information on how to order and pick-
up items.

Member Profile:
Ken Service

Which long-time BMNECC board 
member’s surname perfectly describes his 
life’s work? It’s Ken Service, of course! Ken 
has not only contributed many years of 
excellent service to our organization, he’s 
also provided unparalleled professional ser-
vice to some of the region’s leading univer-
sities, corporations and institutions. 

It was during Ken’s tenure as vice pres-
ident of university relations for Duquesne 
University that he formed two close friend-
ships that would eventually lead to his 
role in the BMNECC. The time was the 
mid-1980s. Current BMNECC President 
Pat French was then public relations direc-
tor for the university’s Tamburitzans dance 
group, and current BMNECC Executive 
Director Walt Kolar was managing director of that world-
renowned ensemble.

“Shortly after I became head of university relations at 
Duquesne, Pat came to my office and invited me to lunch at 
the Tamburitzans’ headquarters,” Ken says. “After feeding me 
a truly memorable lunch, she had created a willing volunteer, 
and we have been friends and colleagues ever since.”

Ken joined the BMNECC board in 1995 and has chaired 
the capital campaign committee since that time. For the past 
five years he has also chaired the board’s finance committee 
and the nominating committee.

“I’m proud to be able to help perpetuate the BMNECC 
and its mission of promoting understanding through foster-
ing ethnic heritage,” says Ken. “The leaders and members of 
the Center have worked hard to turn this organization into 
a leading contributor to the arts, education and community 
development. They work hard and they play hard. Some of 
my fondest memories are of the good parties, great food and 
fantastic people associated with this Center.”

Ken experienced total immersion in Bulgarian culture 
when he toured Bulgaria with a group from what was then 
the Bulgaro-Macedonian Beneficial Association (BMBA) in 
1990. While there, he met with Bulgarian business people to 
provide advice on doing business in the U.S. 

“It was during that trip that I made my international 
dance debut - in a parking lot outside a restaurant following a 
rakia-fueled dinner one evening,” Ken jokes. 

Ken has played a role in helping the BMNECC main-
tain a positive public image, thanks to his enormous experi-
ence and leadership in the field of public relations. He is a 
founding member of the Public Relations Society of America 
(PRSA) Counselors for Higher Education section and a past 
member of the section’s executive committee. He is a past 
recipient of the Communicator of the Year Award and the 
Hall of Fame Award from the Pittsburgh PRSA chapter. In 

1998, Ken was inducted into the PRSA 
College of Fellows, an honor accorded to 
only 2 percent of the more than 23,000 
members of PRSA. 

Ken is currently the vice president 
for institutional relations for La Roche 
College, with responsibility for public 
relations, community and government 
relations, marketing and image manage-
ment. Before joining La Roche in 2001, he 
served as director of news and information 
at the University of Pittsburgh for seven 
years. Prior to that, he held public relations 
positions with Carnegie Mellon University, 
the University of Cincinnati, SUNY at 
Buffalo, and Duquesne Light. 

Active in the community, Ken also 
serves on the board of United Cerebral 
Palsy of Pittsburgh. He has served as 
president of the board of directors of the 

Pittsburgh International Folk Theater, chaired the Divine 
Providence Hospital board of directors, and served as vice 
chair of the executive committee of the Pittsburgh Mercy 
Health System board of directors. 

Ken has an English degree from Canisius College and is 
a graduate of the University of Cincinnati Graduate School of 
Business Executive Program.

A native of New York City, Ken and his wife, Rhys, live 
in Bethel Park (they are pictured here at the top of the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris!). They have two adult daughters: Amy, who 
resides in Pittsburgh, and Jennifer, who lives in Minneapolis 
with their six-year-old granddaughter, Elaine. 

BMNECC 80th Birthday Bash - April 17 and 18
We’re pleased to announce that our 80th anniversary din-

ner gala and celebration will be held at the Bulgarian Center 
- in the very social hall where our building was dedicated 
many years ago. This gives us a great opportunity to show 
off the many improvements we’ve made to the Center in 
recent years. Dignitaries from Washington DC, Bulgaria, and 
Pennsylvania are expected to attend our various events. Please 
check our website for the latest information on activities.

The BMNECC took part in the Heinz 
History Center’s Heritage Holidays in 
November. We sold our ceramics and other gift 
items and offered samples of our homemade 
banitza.

Our second Estate and 
Collectible Jewelry and 
Accessories Sale drew an 
enthusiastic crowd and gener-
ated funds for the Center’s 
preservation, artistic and edu-
cational programs.


